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MONTHLY NEWSLETTER

HellofromeFutures2

We start 2021 with some welcome good news. Prof Roger Woods,
our PI of the eFutures’ Network+, has accepted the position of
Dean of Research at Queen’s University, Belfast. As well as
sending congratulations to Roger, we celebrate this great boost
for eFutures, with our aim of maximising the research impact of
the electronics sector.
Despite a time of difficulty for research– with buildings closed
and funding avenues challenged – we remain more committed
than ever to the production of international-quality research by
the UK electronics community. Looking to the next decade, with
the promise of Horizon Europe, and to UKRI’s exciting Vision and
Mission (October 2020), we can see that the future terrain of
research is largely multidisciplinary, ambitious, and imaginative.
As the electronics Network+, we aim to support our community
(at all stages of their career) to excel in these areas. With that in
mind, we will have news in 2021 of Feasibility Studies for our
Early Career Researchers, including workshops on
multidisciplinary working, as well as plans to facilitate
environments in which large programme grants can be awarded
to our sector.
We remain keen to hear our members’ perspective on the
current research environment. To share your thoughts or ideas,
please contact beth.mcevoy@qub.ac.uk

@efuturesuk

https://www.linkedin.c
om/in/efutures/
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eFuturesSteeringGroup:New
Members

We are delighted to introduce three new members join our eFutures steering group from
industry, Doctor Catherine Ramsdale from PragmatIC, Dr Matthew Ball from Thales and
Michael Hill-King from Huawei.

Dr Catherine Ramsdale
Catherine has over 15 years' experience in flexible
electronics R&D both with PragmatIC (since 2011)
and Plastic Logic (from 2002). She has pioneered
technologies for semiconductor devices on
plastic,
including
successful
transfer
to
manufacturing. Catherine holds a PhD in organic
electronics (Cambridge) and is named inventor on
12 patents.

Dr Matthew Ball - Chief Scientist
Matt graduated from the University of Liverpool after
completing a degree and PhD in Physics. He went on to join
EPSRC in 2006, occupying a number of roles across Functional
Materials, ICT and finally as Head of Business Engagement,
responsible for the strategic relationship management model
for business partners and launching the Business Engagement
Forum which continues today. After a 12 month secondment to
WMG at the University of Warwick, Matt joined Thales in 2017. As
Chief Scientist, he is responsible for the academic engagement
strategy for Thales Group in the UK, working across the UK
business domains and Thales Global R&T community to deliver
an effective network of high value partnerships for mutual
advantage. He brings a wealth of experience working at the
business/university interface from both a government and a
private sector perspective.

eFuturesSteeringGroup
Michael Hill-King
Michael Hill-King joined Huawei Technologies in
June 2015 as Collaboration Director, UK R&D
Centre. Michael now leads the team that builds
partner relationships, drives technology planning,
scouts for great technology, identifies acquisition
opportunities and manages a broad portfolio of
technology cooperation projects in the UK – to
build a better connected world. Important aspects
of this role are building and maintaining strong
relationships with UK partners, especially
universities, and communicating the strengths of
UK research and technology to Huawei’s R&D
team.
Prior to joining Huawei, Michael served as Director of Partnerships & Consultancy at King’s
College London. There, he led a portfolio of functions for the university including major
commercial partnerships, and knowledge transfer and entrepreneurial schemes. Michael
joined King’s in September 2009 from Imperial College London where he led the College’s
business development activities in Engineering and Technology, having joined the College in
2003 to manage major research bids and projects.
His areas of expertise are in business growth and technology development, knowledge
transfer, collaborative research, intellectual property and industry-academic relations.
Previously, Michael spent over fifteen years in business, primarily in sales and marketing roles
with industrial and scientific equipment companies. Michael read Physics at the University of
Sheffield and holds an MBA with distinction.
Michael’s achievements in Huawei include strengthening relationships with many leading
universities and helping to establish hundreds of research projects with over 30 universities in
the UK. He is always searching for cutting-edge technologies that can be foundational for new
innovations that can deliver societal benefits. In recent years, he has taken an interest in
science and technology policy.

UK-RAS Network Robotics Summer Showcase
UK Robotics Week is getting a revamp for 2021
This year, we will be refreshing and updating our summer events programme to deliver new,
innovative and engaging online events that will showcare the cutting edge in UK robotics research
and industry to different audiences and promote engagement and discussion.
The 3-month robotics summer showcase will run from May to July and feature a variety of events
aimed at engaging academics, industry, and other stakeholders in the RAS community, helping to
create meaningful connections and foster collaboration.
Nestled within the larger Summer Showcase programme, a 7-day UK Festival of Robotics will run
from the 19th - 25th June, with a focus on public facing events that raise awareness about the
latest developments in robotics and autonomous systems, and drive engagement with key
stakeholder communities.
Call for Event Proposals

KEY DATES

From networking events, industry days, and digital
exhibitions, to robotics challenges, augmented reality
and teleoperation games, we want to hear your
proposals for novel and exciting online events and
activities for our Robotics Summer Showcase and UK
Festival of Robotics programmes.

Deadline for Applications
12 noon 12th February 2021

Benefits
Selected event teams will receive:
Bespoke training and online event guidance from
public engagement and communication consultant,
trainer and strategist, Dr Steve Cross.
Dedicated promotion from the UK-RAS Network,
including mention in a national press-release and at
least two UK-RAS newsletters, a prominent listing on
the website, flyers, and programme, and bespoke
social media posts on twitter and instagram
Use of UK Festival of Robotics branding and graphics
In-kind contributions for specific enabling items

Successful Applicants Notified
26th February 2021
Robotics Summer Showcase
1st May - 31st July 2021
UK Festival of Robotics
19-25th June 2021

For more information or to submit a proposal please click here

Opportunities
Queens University Belfast
Research Fellow in MEMS Oscillator

22 months contract commencing on or before 30 April 2021
£33,797 per annum
To design, simulate, fabricate and test high quality factor MEMS oscillators for
in-situ material characterisation at high temperature. This research funded by
the Engineering and Physical Sciences Research Council (EPSRC) under "New
Horizon" research scheme aims to develop a new oscillator based sensor chip
capable of characterising mechanical properties of thin film during deposition at
high temperature. This is a unique opportunity to build the next generation of in
process thin film characterisation sensors and work at one of the leading
institutions in the United kingdom, Queen's University Belfast. The successful
candidate will work at Queen's Advanced Micro Engineering Centre (QAMEC)
within the School of Electronics, Electrical Engineering and Computer Science
(EEECS),contributing to world leading research outputs and complete new
research initiatives in the broader area of MEMS sensors.
For more information contact Dr Hamza Shakeel - h.shakeel@qub.ac.uk

Queens University Belfast PhD Studentship
DTPSCIFM: Precision Location of Tooling Using Wireless Networks
Do you want to innovate in wireless communications while completing your PhD
studies?
Be part of a team designing and developing high-precision location monitoring
for industrial tooling using small-scale localised microwave antennas. This
project integrates the latest aspects of communication technology with the
classical industrial manufacturing processes to enhance the machining accurary
and productivity.
This is a unique opportunity to work with one of the leading research
institutions in the UK in wireless communications and collorate with an
international team of award-winning academics and industry professionals.
questions can be sent to m.abbasi@qub.ac.uk - Muhammad Ali Babar Abbasi
or to apply please click here

MAKE UK Report
MAKE UK in partnership with RSM, recently published a report looking at the
role of manufacturing sector in reviving and rebalancing the regional national
economy after the Covid-19 pandemic. You can download their report for free by
clicking here.

Opportunities
GCRF Recruitment
CRF are recruiting up to 7 new members for the Strategic Advisory Group. They
are looking for candidates who can represent the following areas:
Policy makers, charities and the third sector;
Business, or industrial research and development;
International: from academia, business, policy makers, the third sector or
NGO's outside of the UK. We particularly welcome overseas candidates from
DAC recipient listed countries.
Climate Change and Resilience, including energy policy for development;
Arts and the humanities;
Social Sciences, in particular with a background in social statistics and data;
Global Health;
Food systems;
Education
Further information can be found on the website here

KTN-iX starts the year with a plethora of
challenges
KTN's Innovation Exchange, which helps organisations look for game changing
solutions to challenges and bring them to market faster, has an array of new
challenges for innovators from a huge range of sectors to solve.
For more information and to view challenges live at the moment please click
here

UKRI Early Career Researcher Forum
IUK Reseach and Innovation (UKRI) is calling on postdoctoral researchers,
research associates and other early career researchers to join its new Early
Career Research Forum.
The forum will give researchers a voice in UKRI's strategy, policy and decision
making.
Applications close 18.00 January 29th 2021
To apply or for more information please click here.

Opportunities
Graphcore Academic Programme & New
Research Projects with IPU
Graphcore are excited to launch their new Graphcore Academic Prograame as
part of their commitment to let innovators make new breakthroughs in AI
research with IPUs.
To apply and be considered for free access to their IPU compute platform in the
cloud please click here. Applications and proposals will be reviewed and
considered on a rolling basis.

UMass accelerates Covid-19 modelling with IPU
To tackle the pandemic effectively, it is important to understand how infections
spread in a population and how different interventions can impact the spread.
Researchers from the University of Massachusetts (UMass( Amherst, Facebook
and Graphcore have published a new paper demonstrating how important
COVID-19 analysis using Approximate Bayesian Computation can be massively
accelerated with IPU processors.
To read the full paper please click here

ASCENT+ Transnational Access (TA)
Programme
You are invited to join us next Tuesday (February 2nd) afternoon at 2pm (1500
CET) for the official launch for the ASCENT+ Transnational Access (TA)
Programme.
Giorgos will launch this new free-of-charge Transnational Access Programme
and will be joined by two users from the original ASCENT project. Susana and
Martino will share their experiences of accessing European research facilities &
expertise at partner sites and how it impacted on their research.
To register for this short webinar where you'll learn how to enhance your
research please click here.

MemberSpotlight:

Each month we are going to be focusing on one member of our eFutures network. We would love to hear from
you if you would like to feature: efutures@qub.ac.uk

Dr Rishad Shafik is a Senior Lecturer within the µSystems Research Group at Newcastle
University. He is internationally recognised for his research on hardware/software codesign in autonomous electronic systems. His current research interests include
hardware/software co-design for energy-efficient, dependable and explainable artificial
intelligence circuits and systems. He has published 120+ top-tier refereed articles in
relevant areas, with 5 best paper awards/nominations. He is currently PI of a number of
projects funded by Lloyd’s Register Foundation ICON, Royal Society, Royal Academy of
Engineering, EPSRC and HiSilicon; he is also Co-I in several other projects, e.g. £1.3m
AIEverywhere project funded by The Norwegian Research Council. Previously, he had been
Co-I in several EPSRC- and ERC-funded projects, including the PRiME Programme. He is a
Steering Member of eFutures v2.0 and an active contributor in top-tier international
conference technical programme and journal editorial committees. He was the General
Chair of DFT'17; currently a TPC Member of Design, Automation and Test in Europe (DATE)
since 2018, the Track Chair of ISVLSI2021, the General Chair of UKCAS2020 and Guest Editor
of reputable, Q1-journals: Royal Society Philosophical Transactions A special theme issue on
“Harmonising Energy-Autonomous Computing and Intelligence” and MDPI Sensors special
issue on "AI Systems Design for IoT". He co-edited a popular book on Energy-efficient and
Fault-tolerant Systems published by Springer USA. He is a Senior Member of IEEE and a
Member of IET.

